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Joseph Esherick’s architecture
grews oul of a disciplined

lifelong quest—

not just for a sense of place but for
a sense of humanity,

54 Tegos Architect 9/10 1994
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Life Work:

The Architecture of foseph Esherick

By Fronk D. Welch, FAILA

THE WORK OF CALIFORMNIA ARCHITECT JOSEPH ESHERICK has heen
recogniced at the highest levels of his profession: In 198g, he was awardad
the Giold Medal by the Amerncan Institute of Architects; in 186 his frm,
Esherick Homsey Prodge and Davis, won the ALA% Firm of the Year Awand;
and im 1gE2 he was named the ALAACSA Educator of the Year

Diespine this recognition, Eshenck’s work remains relaovely unknown, even
within the profession. In a time when architects are questioning the very ides
of wiiat it means o pracuce their profession, the work of someonc like Esher
ick—dedicated to his crafr, sdealisuc, humanistic—should e better known aisd
hemer understoogd

Diffsdent by nature, Esherick has never sought publicity or architecrural
fame, preferning instead the low profile, both in his Bfe and 0 the buildings he
designs, Recently, he said that he doesn't care for buildings that demand the
vigwer & attenton, "1 like for the soufl to move into the hackgronnd—uo hes
come an architecture that you don't ‘see’,” he says. This artinucde has guided
Hiimn froen the |||:F|r1r1|1:.!; .--|fI |'||-.. CAPELT,

Esherick is a carcful man with a quiet drawl, wha for almast o vears has
been creating and ads ocating an architecture of restraine, reason, and re-
sponsiveness to place. Although Esherick's s8-member firm, Esherick
Homsey I-'”"![l" and Dhavis, is successful and hosy with |,1r!,{|---rJ|:- projecis,
the bearded, lean Esherick—over six feet tall—regularly wears blue denim
work shirts and khakis to the frm's alfices an the second floor of a remand-
eled lof |l|.|'|H||'|-§; in San Franciscos Mission THatr o

The ':“":"I'J‘“" LELy ‘*"""I"|i1'1.1'|- restraing, and cerebiral INEUIrY i EVET) i§=
pect of life started in Esherick’ childhood. He was born at |'|lr;1:||: in rgid m
Philadelphio. He and his sister were raised in comforr, by a successful eigis
neer father and a mother, an ardent pacifist, with broad eultural and liverary
nterests, Esherick entered the University of Pennsylvania's department of
architecture in 1932. Penn at that time offered, under Paul Cret, one of the
better Beany '\'"""5'.”'-' archivecture educations. but Esherick's attention
wan ':.I'!:II:!-' ':In.""fl:l Frl'E'I'I'I |||'|.' l.ZIiI'i‘lJl:'Jl l'lrll["r'-.. I‘H.' the nn|i|-|+-_l-.. af '\1|_|-.'|'1 Furi=
pean “new world” designers as le Corbusier. At the same time, Esherick was
mtroduced to Philadelphia's Gearge Howe, the Beaux Arts architect who
converted to modernism in miididle age dnil wha wirh Willinm Lovcaze, cre=
-:: ::::Il:;‘ulill'_ldtns!.:rl |‘!||_|::er.11hi.: ‘.-i-:|1:-u.1.ghi-'|,m| Society Building, the !I':rril if-

4 :"[:"' & hlqh FRSC 1N ';II'.'.' LS I;I'I.l.\c -.'IguL.L' abwaiit the i[\'l‘l.llllll.‘!l '“f
space in a |Illl5dulg. how it moves arouns you in suble, asymmetric way n
|-"-"| erick rememhbers i'-'_'l|ll-'rl-l.'l himself was influenced by this freer acsthetie
o, v ol ey e o o g
Hii s Dr[_,.-h.““":H. a Fll:ltltl'lt-i: ffect on L:-.hi,:nqr_'l'. whio, as |.Il: l'l'-“:":
bruad, people-focused '.-nlt!:::hl NALHECOnCng o aliticel iddesfioe SEuNNg

o . oo ns
cn:l:,hli;: Iﬁ:hlirr::r:-:lrdll-..:':;:::? e il"'r].'liﬂlmn. however, was YWharton Esh-
hand-crafted furmiture 'I.'lr'lI oy !Eamlﬂ' 5-{.‘1|I|||:.1.r, s creame ol nml:?:i
truths concerning ar : rm:w::-lur“-md-llhrlpﬂ Wk Sty et £ NG tII= cm-
plarved for the oz iw!:m] H:-. Jltl craft were mht".m in the 1:11.“:'!.'”. 1-!_

« He espoused a simple, direcr approach, untet




Leftt: The spiraling Balaw: Young Joe

oak-irunk stokr in Esherkch Melplng ki
Whorion Eshorick's urcla, Wharion
stedia; the sculptor Dsherick. a renswnod
said of it "He one will seulptar aad furniiure
Tall down this sialr makeor, ¢. 1954 in

It's 1oe dangarous,” Paali. Pa.

Focing pago:
Philadglphian turned
Bay &rea architecr
Maiaph Esherick,
phetegraphed in 1973,
during his Hret vigi to
the Rimbell Ari
Mizcum ln Forl Worlh

tefed by formal Precisn e o Hiswe weonald a

Left: Howsos, 3200 block
el Focific Avenue, Son
Francisce, by Ermast
Coahead, et al. (1P02).
shawing hollmark s of

farmaer dis s1:7 he woiald ask. 1T hese hiemespion,
L TEEM: I' "III:'I'I I TIRES T = II ©=rl I'.'I =1 AR .I"|'|:I
with the moral emphasie an honesiv i Eshenick
I e |||..|]||:|1 [

U'itcle Wharton shared ware, huntering whal higlorian David
CGephard calls the first-
gonoration Bay Aroa

frcticdshap with Lons boihn, stk w e he spent
LIWY &5 CRIE= dif .FI| ik 4 'u| [ |. SIS 0 I-EI. |
e i loe, UMyoE. oo vest Paamse tov Phalaabel shyle, which would
influence Esharich’s
moniors and |afor

Exherick himell

phima, Joe spreni the siha ot b unele’s whion boibn
 there at bis most volulde. Joe served the dranks
AN B eesin cookel, Tlelpane s umele olean up

the krtchen the mese smomming. he recalled YWhos

v hest worids, mattered throngeh the B ol &

TRTRI LT § I v serial] rnake & Welbiava gomad arel

tect of he didn't galk s goddam much!™ kalin

!.ii: | ebesigrit arial Toinls I.'I..|l.|||||| Falirn ks work himecns vl came 10 the Bav Areain the lare ageh
g, whoeh i mow the Wharton Fahernck S uscmm crtury = Froest Ciaheal, YWalhs Palk, Bern
T its Bamimis -|.||||! |||.I-|'|||I| LT BT L crafted Wavheck, A O Schweinfurth, and A Page Broun
o an oak trunk, (The sculpror sail of i “Mao hew hfemded the wosadsy vermac theat evvelved
wie will Ball dewvir this stase. 10 too daneveous mh v the irstant moanmeE toswss o the o yijih ¥
Folloow ina a CPip 1 Furope alter has eraida sury with an eclectw binpuige of iedicval, pothi
on frorm Frenm, Eshiersek mmaale ||!_||-|.\, i1 Iy J LRLITTR S ] Y rd arts aiid cRalts e

man Francrsca, o Fsherick, thien .'.-.I1----| : Lelded tor this brew was, in s lar I B ETR N

Lalilormig seemed warm with possals b amd ool Crechhard’s apimon, an odd tendency toward con
fanee, a place where new dessgn ideas were Bk rraddboriom withinn an ove rall orderly lormat: o
g hold, Phils 'x;|||i||l il e Fast Laadst riar spaces that are I:"-': 1l ."IIIII "!'I JEATEaEEy
el by companson conservative and cripgiled bosed-up. along wirh plans that, ar firsy glanee,
th all w s anl gl ki et Domg il ol lear, baut e gt 1 b compli

he desipn nleas that drew Exhericl 1ie Califon aved and quirky. Mavbe most sigiaficant was a
ki |“-1|h_1_ AFEETAS 1A 1|'||. wiork of 15:r.||||“1 KT 1eeinilemes Tes £ Feate I\.'\.|.|_|.. 1l il otfen vispalls
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hiacasrdant bimemnes, tostores, aml depails ranedl
wirh redwed anl |l--|| el ahararterisoes jiFn
liwoe g respreinse b fhe gean-lornulisne infloenoes
Vi el woeeks the Bay s Bewranmm, sy ol el
vind clisrata i Lath pasgue anal clear

imhieEit il 1his Bav Nrca fr ||||'|||.'|I wlien
Fsherick aremved i e San Franceco, ineluded
fagiilvoed Phabes, lin coangictitass Y alham Y s r,
larkinn 1o iadibie, sl SAhichael Cianidimang Warsier
Magr — b= a b wmil | kanlis Mz 1T wiere the By
Areas st mnilluenniil residentisl arehirects
{ ol i & cnmnjiletely cloaimmnme Trish seaar
teller wlics ool valk wvisne iavo asvilinsir—s log
Pk LV el Famml,” Faherick peis s, Wirs e
% 0 st | [ A LT noarchitedt I|| CIrcles, Jll-l
thernehy Fsheriel endesd aif waark g R Phanlisy
slartemy an %3 b WL ||| -I:..'I."||_||-.|_'!'.||||
reer mflwence wn Foog, “B0 st deal 2, while
Caaralmer womald Fuss arvsomad with vaneas dewils o
thee proctorial valie. By contrast, Wuinsters houses
o plwen, ceralimoary, “arthess” ouealiny abont them
that | biked, ™ Son evervaone tound chis gualin
pravscwarihiv 1 leney <Russell Hinchooek, die oritic

Lbhave: [rherick with
Goardner Dailey, e 1740

Right: Hawie in
Waoadside, Calil
(1740, by Goardnor
Dhomb by

Bolow: Willlam Wursier
€. 1935, whoso work
Esherick prolemed 1o
Drolley's becouse ol the
direcingis ond
TordinarinEss” ol

Wuriter s siyle.™

The Grover House of

critic Hemry-Russall

#3539 (lait) and the Hitchcock laund
Harlay-S1ovens Hauie disturbing for its
of 1940 [above) were “umerpecied
cuamples al the work harshnass,”

by Wurster that
¥lilling Eawl Coan

Tewms Sechitect 910 19904



1m RFHEFL LI |'II1II|'I|. n wrhamism igsiled the ares
w0 and was commmually desoorlsed T thie
papscried harshness™ of W47 wters hanl fimpes
Before leaving to semve o a 2vavy ail cofithat of-
ficer am Yyvorld Vivar 10 and while he was wae iy
for Dailey, Esherick and his then-wife Becky, also
1 architect, designed a small rwo-stary hoose on o

WLIPIRE W avide] sibe in |l:.r-,-\.l i larm Conanty sl
urh. The howse exemplified a formar thar weould
becoime Esh "-Ln'-'-;.‘.l iture an the vears fi LT[

the war and thar he later wrribied as “packang thie
bow.” T he puris of the double-layered plan fit care
fally et 3 resbwoisd-sheathed culbse anchored w th
1 L-shaped deck wrupped around living and din
Y AT : I'll.' illll |.l\.|| FIRET R ace |,'-|||:|:|;||l\, VETTI
[ j:i' wWith 4 -i-I'.Illl-.-l'h _,_'ll.l: ||'-II|_' s, |||-| ||--||
paneally, through walls of glass carried w the Moo
wmi adpoinine wall
When the war ended. Fxhernel, with Beels: join
g II'II.II;I'.IIl.ll a PracTee i |'| = TFNTH 1N .|..'..||: Loy |
Francisco in a former dentists office. In 1o,
the first year of Eshercks prvate praocoioe, most of
e im are fesidential and most were
senit by Crardner Dailey; the only nonreadential pob

Wi 3 I.l_l. l] !||! LT |.|.r|||'\._5‘ _._'.||..|-|_' .| 4] | {31 | [ E| |||
that he did with Bob Steiner, a parmer fise 3 bricl
mme, Mamy more commissions for ressdennial work
came in subsequent vears, althongh many were
pever hnile. In 1oy7, however, Eshenck desagned
the twn haldly modeled Merealf vacanion hooses
at Lake Tahoe, which hegan amtracting: arrention
to i work, The hovses” barn- like silbhogeties
part of the regional vernacular—employ broad,
gahiled facades with recessed porchies dehmed by
larpe, unpeeled redwood-trunk columns.

In 1940, Eshierck and Becky desigmed & larg
house for their growing family in Kentfield, also in
Marin County. Employed again was a simple,
hmill'Eil.'E'li !_l_'||a|,|.gI with a shallow |,r|.1n the ridge
runming the shor rather than the long wav ol a
typical barn-form. Becky, whao still lives in the
hﬂ'ld'l.l':.,i;l_:,"\ '|_|-||.- lj"i""E!!”- wiis hers: ® rl ] ;;‘I’-l'.ll OnLr
I!I'.ll'in.l'. W “r!_l'-in!! th-._- raFie ntatie ik the !:.l.I'H- '\-:- £l
carde away from Mt Tamalpais |2 Marin county
Ill1||TI'ur'l'.| and poward the grear oalk ree. 'm ven
prateful for that.™ she says. The earth-l VETINE,
b lilke torm, echaing the wiork of |i-'.:- hrea pao-
iteers Mavheck and Sehweinfurch, as well as the
Mercalf houses, dominares the compoesition fore
ind ah, Siw vears I;_|1.|l'|'I the Biisw -I-||.l||_|_r lsarn formm ap
peared arain in Rentwoodlonds, but w ith shingle
diny amid o freestanding ricdlwomnd per giila FunnENg
the length of the parden-side terrace

In 1951, Esherick was asked to design an wr-
ban residence for Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gold-

Lile Work

Ihe Brchiteciure of Joseph Eshenich

Leti: The Esharick
House In Bows, Calll,
[1741), was Uhe Firel
cxample of the
siroiogy Esherick calls
"packing the box™;
plan (below).

s

BT )
i

L,__-__l

= R =

=1

=
= -1

Above: Tha Meicoli
House (1748), with in
gapeeled redwood
caluman, was ano of o
pair af howses a1 Lake
Tahoe, Calil,,
designed in 1747, that
brought Esherichk
wider matice.

Lot Eshorick House
{19800 in Hentfisld,
Calil., lacuues views
an an old ook,

Teves Architect R/010 1954
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Lile Werk: The Archifecture ol Jaseph Esherich

Abave Fighl: Eiliar-
Ick"s Goldmaon Houto
(195) barma an L
orovnd o londscoped,
walled entry potie
pushod up to the
Elroel cornar. Like
many of Esherick™s
clignts, the Goldmans
atill live in the house:
It s unchanged axcopl
far an wpdaiod
kilchEn

Tewos Architect 910 1994

man on a corner lot in Pacific Heighes, an his-

toric diserice soath of the Presidio, The fla
rrunfedd twine SEaFY l,ﬂ.lll s am L. ooon o sides ool
i lanvdscaped, walled entry patvo pashied ep o the
strect corner. Laght and vicws are gachered
through large white, doubile=hung windows anid
CR[EINSES of wood “factory sash™ huil of sugar pine.
The interior is marked by o soacing, pristne shafl
of space at the entrance thar reinrerprets o local
"n.'n.'r-:run dl LS r.ll-ﬂ |.|'.|r||1|_,; 5 I!IHﬂ"«

[hrosgh the *sos, Eshérick continued his com
mifrment to space -packed volumes with an empha-
sis ot the vertical, but, a5 he pots it, in the latter
e af I|'|n.' F [ '|l|l| he =shifred meraphon ||'.|||1' (O
reverse” and “unpacked” the box, He w anted the
functional parts of these boildings o speak a5 visy
ally autonoumous PATTS, CAProssive ol the ||IJ[|--\.
'-'I-=lr|v.lr1;_"‘~. I'he 1688 Melnmre hooee in Hillshaor-
iII.I!':II. L -|:|r|| |-||- San |'|.||||_ |-..|_.||I M ||||_' HTR" i1|||'-||_'.
tant result of this alvered approach. Bt is a serics of
castly fdenthalble E1I:_\,|.-1||-|-|f.] 1] vabiven blocks chos-
tered arouwnd @ boly solarem volume with o fully
sivlighted roof. There was an idiosyncratie, sculp-
tured elegance w the composinon, rich with archi
tectiiral thrust and retreat, return and reveal, As
Esherick says, it led g the ':.'..II}' hiouse of 1o60.

I he compacr, twia-story Cary house in ALl
Vallew harks back wo the “packed-box™ of the "jos
and "gos, but with a sculpriral massing reflecting
the plan's workings. It perches un a hillside like
the 14 howse in Koss but part of the shed-

ETLLE

roifed second-lloor—aloping I'-'rlrllel'IEIlll,"lglll.'
with the hill—cantilevers Ave fect over & rams
ling deck. Din the house’s apposine side, the turn
of the stair landing pushes out ol the sheer,
shingled exterior as a projecting "‘silltl“tl'llg' {a
term that gained currency in the mid-"6cs after
the first Sca Ranch buildings were completed).
Exhenck, wsing A favorte word, calls it a much
more "ordinary” house than the expreéssionisg
Melntyre houve. But the Cary house i extranrdi=
nary for the way the wond-sheathed utenors con-
in & 11!.'I'I.Illl'i|. play of light. The '\cl.'1ll-iﬂ|.ﬂ:|."t3ll.|l|
fenestration is actually carefully orchestrated o
priwhsce the desired sequence af '.]Iifhrlg. |ambent
light washing honey-lkued surfaces. Eshericks
roigh-sawn version of Calitornia’s characteristic
arbor does its own particular job of creating slow
sweeping shadow on wall and floor panes

Another hovse with hlood-ties to the Cary
house 1s the Bermak house of 1o61, notable nog
nr.'.'. Bar 1% r_n:'.'lr'l.'-|:|:r|"'.'|n._r pere b i a Flrnnpl.cg
high in the Cakland hills, bur tor the mechod
Esherick uxed in developing the design. For &
weak, D, and Mes, Bermak et sice a week at
Esherick's office. Bermak, s psvchiatrist, says,
“loe wopld make o great u|1.||:. sty trny wile and |
were newly mareied and we all ealked while we
ate wmal he made wpside=down dingram skeiches
for us an the opposite side of the mhle, leading
s through o 2 knowledge abour ourselves aiid
the kind of hoose we really wanted.”

I pss, Willkam Wurster was imstramental in
securing for Esherick his first campus comimis-
sion, 4 modest Facillity for The Palican, the UG,
Berkeley humor magazine. In his desipn, Fsher-
1k .1|.‘|r1u1|.:|' '|1J||:| ||-u|||;|gq o Hernard ,\[Jrlrﬂ;h
the aging déan of Bay Area architecture, whose
venersied Chrstian Soience Church stood only
shorr distance aw ay, li]rl:zlrull:l. the Pelfrar ||1|'I-
was {0 go e Mavbeck, but Maybecks wile vrtoed
this, concerned abour the Bg-vear-old's health;
Wayheck did help Eshenck unofficially through
the building design development

In the mid-"fos, two commissions brought na-
tnona | arrention o Esherick and his pesociopes
(which now included furare partners George
Homsey, Pever Doadge, and Charles Davish The
first, The Canncry, was an carly adaptive rease
project, and was highly successful—hoth come-
mercially and critically. A hali-block, multistory
igth-century canming facoory was gutted and re-
fited with eontemporary design companents ina
way that exalied the "ordimariness™ of the red-
brick shell, Exherick and his fartacrs devised a
L nl:lljlrl"l ool levels, terraces, gl anailar v puae=



Lolt: With thao
Melniyre Hoavre
{1958], Edherick ioys
b “shilted mala.
phorically inle re-
wirran Gnd “un-
pucked™ the box, o
maake Lhe unciianagl
pails ol his bulldings
winwally ouvipnomoaud,
cxpretiive ol tha
plan's workings. The
house Iz o serles al
catkly ldemtilahble,
hip-roofed povilion
blocks clwslorad
orownd o laliy so
larkiim,

D lowe, dor Iell;
Mzlntyre House plon

Lot ond Bottom: The s
stary Cary Hauvie in Mill
Valley (1780} rccalls
Esbizrieh's “pene hid - box"
ol tha "&0s ond "S0s,

Bl weilh @ sculpliaral
massimg reflecting the
plan's workings

Bl Pt aeE el I|| FRPCENITY dud i hicarein

il Foalistingrmshicad by pis varedd rangres of seg
S Wi

Wirntnina i leabrdrciurdd Foruse @ Jew v

later, Boslue ik |.| ||| I|-|l|'|||'.. 1% '|| Bl

G hiaan b @ o cpmemeroiadly sucoesalal cemter i

I miadidl Foaowirw. Unlike sabviardsamn s (LT

i win whiicls hase spaee o ||--I.I|_ |||I"\|'I|L| II.III
(AR g iflis || 1 |I||| L e minst know omimied
st |y thoie 1s an ups, people most sce ather people

FHIVITIRE U il I|'.-|. they st see other :ll-llll.

up there,” Charles Maogre later compared “1he
Lsiing v Lis tha |.|||.|'1I e bod coromeHy, m o whicl

relmiary™ abjects are the st covesed, ®n odh
case ol the Cannery, Joseph Fsherick is the pes

lenms Mrchitect 9910 1994



1]

ITe Wark: The drchitectore ol Joseps Esherick

Above: The Bormak
Howse (1742] In the
hille af Dakland, Calil.

Right: The Palican
Buliding (1755),
Exherick s Rirsn U.C,
Berkeloy commission;
ki daslgm iy o hemaga
to the work of Bernard
Maylbeck,

Botlam: Maybock s
Mathewson Houve,
Barkeley [1714)

Tewes Aechitect 9710 1994

iiaster, whi presss the super-arsmerutie ritil
of understarcinene,” Y oore wrnte,

Around] the same time, Eshenck and his small
erew woro asked too o the teain |l|.|r|||||:;_' anil
desipning b ldings for an anasual developmgnt
1559 |||'||" (AL r||.|- I"'.l. e coasl: ea l':-ll'l' h ||‘||'
ili -.|'|-||'|- ra wanted o secomd-home community
wirh B ey oo thee ece Irl_L.-. aiial Lhe vernasciy-
lar architecturil traditio |.n.:u|-.-..:||- prcliinoes
Lawrence Halprin of San Frameisco inasier
planneil the acreage aml chisse Esherick, by then
'!I-\. FHiiEsl I .|.|_|_I_I il INISIPprelncs |r|.l||l:' “..I!. 'I.ll';j
trachtion, amd Charles Moore, 4o years old anl
mewly J|I|I|I||||I_'-| claarmn af Lo |||.Ll|'||':| W -
marement o Yrohitecture, as architects

|' -,"'|_'|||,|., % 1iKin,; |i|l.'l l\..||;|.|| _l'l'\-.i!ll |".|||;|||,L

il Associates, wis asked v ida LI & !_-q.'u-:.||
arore snd develogs the birst clusier of !'l.'1.'-|.|||-|||r|.,r
Inevises. =W loasked For lie inmist hasktile |-.|||-||i|.|_l
e o the propery,” Esherick savs, "thinking i
Il'q, ]||I:|||I|:_l v wiorked the rae, !Ill_ll. thirs |-||'.|||'.
veceed, ™ Edherick clioge an 1'1|I-I-'.|.'-| jennt ol
lanmd, near the share, a5 the site for o group ol
huses woven fnto ome of the crpress hed perows
Wioasres foeon, MOLOTW,, was iven the jols of de
-|_'|||:l=! E T -EINNNE 1|II|.t|I1H|I1|. I iEf] & i:|1.||'||"|_'|lr
bl f juateing ineo thae ocenn

Eshiriel amd liis soalt used Fla '|lr|||'-\. i |||||_|l|I

tuily, particularty the wind porterns, and de
irmed sunple plans with shallow shed rools slogp
g e thier leeward sides e peroyid e outidosr ar
cas protedty d from the offshore wind Ik

weathered shinple extenors hug the groand and,

'|'|I1|. r|'| 1 -.u| TvCT I Fisifs, P SCEIm T |:l|||.1r
lisappenr. Moore and his partners, in their con-
dovimmum prisject, saw the arehiteors” P i 8 =
lablirse e | it Nlrsiipe's '.1-|'r||-._ Sl @ ITaArm g i |
benldings and land bur maore of a limited partnér
ihip.™ The condaminiums” grear sloping roafs
chi the sive’s slope and the flush, redwoosd skin
weathered prev and then blaek like vhe nearby
rocky shore, bt the siroctore’s silhouette of op
posing shed-shapes and projecting wall hays
atike & rerritorial clatm ro its siee, It wasn't the
tirst shed-rool assemblage in those years but i
i '-.ll' ENCEMSEd ".‘Il nt £%x l"l:hli' I = -il-l;l TAE 1"
lar sermng, Esherick and Moore were joined an
T | I-: IFlL I A% Cal=Nracrtiancrs dil r.\_-_'|-||||,|[ VEr-
nacular; one’s hoildings wer -.|:-.|!: in and ak-
i r:n'|| I thie site Lils |l|:|1q_'.|-\. ._I_-\.lqu Wis ilrds
niaghe sl ate |||||"-|r.!:

In 10fes, 8 mew hoane for architecture, planning
itiil allied disciplines was coanpleted on the Berke-

{ oy lIII| 15 anil ||||'||'.| 16 lI'I.'||'|_"|| |||.|‘|Il ||h|'1':|nr

Bavner Wiarcter, In iggy, Edherick had hoen asked



by the dmiversity oo Vernon DeMars, Donald
{sen, amd Diemald Hardizon in ok siprre e mew
e |.|| II |:|..II1 '|'|-I|."-'-c-l |'|||||'.‘| '|'|_|| :|'|- ETiFage dal
four, with their ditfering views, wauld, 1|.|1|-|||_-I: i
delibierare process ol syathess, produe: a I-...I;!“-.,_-
il listineginn II1 '__!-l']'.l I.||_ I'-'.'H.. Feks views _..:!
e -.ll-l.ll SUTTTISL Illl.l.r"\-ll.l'l- ||_-|| (45 .|--\.|_:|. IE=am
f o perinsrakier analvses of needs From w I.'|._I- thia
lesion emergril

lulu hat evolved was 3 musltsiory i ricte s3ri
mre of rational unctiomalism, boar noe withowr the
virtue of some pleasant massing of a slab tower amild
ower, funking wings, The buildings raw prom
NMENET AN I‘I‘.l' bt ot Eh “l.rLl.!:;'. -'I|| K .I'I-! 1LY '.|||||'|
recsw heeling Corlsssian lenestration struck 8 dhissas
mant chord on the sedare, romanoe, amnd eclectuzlly
tile-riw l!l'-l.. |II|||-|'I|. Copeeiy el Broan I|‘||' |l'u.||-'||.|l|_
the new |-&:|.||:||_._' pamsrsses, an all but it north sde,

mmpdorm bingwaye of horizontal conerete sun-
shiades that knies the diversely lenesorated facsdes
inrether, A cannlevered, nose-like |-.:||u|||3. at phe
panp 4ol thie liosle [Aaan ched tower iv 4 ..||||r'|._|_ bvian
welennie |1-||||.'.1'-1.':.'L-.; mobe stmilar 1o 1 he Can-
1 s Wi |.L1 iLikf |.|'||:|I. TICT A L sl II l.IIHIII:\:'I'\- [IVET
in open shatth, | he interiors are APErCaEIN |.'|:.
itilitarian with gxposed mechanicsl sysvems an-
.L|'|.r-| i JEaanst ||'|-\.,' CONCTCTE ST Iire isove w 1:'.
ranels ol raw 'ir |||:|.'|.l.-""..'..

In 172, Joseph Eshernck and Associabes be-
came Faherick Hamsey Diodge and Davis. Tn the
gow, LU Berkeley graduate George Heomisey
had joined the small firm, Perer Dodge and
Charles Davis, who joined the firm in 1o5g and
Lo, Fad cach been stwilents of Fsherck's at
Berkeles I|,|!;|||||-_||'. the S0 ol F Hl”-l'l'\l-‘l"'“
missions has increased through the years to in-
e liacle projects like the q_'-'||r||,||-|'1. jirize wnming
SMonterey B 1y 'l..:_u srainm of 1oL 6% well o i Any
O C TSIy ||._|||.|||||:l\,_ thiere has always beet '"-”'rl:

'l-|||l"\-|'|ll Nt

Lhine 197y Festdenoe i Marin C.ounty s Eoenn
field, was for artist Dan Besmoana el his wate
Bewa, It is a shingle-walled longinudin il plan el
o kes with angular il inns .||||J'.!_' the 1|ll|ll|||_.'
e antour line. Bencath 11 slicid rownd the
house's massing shifts down and up the hill's
Iope. Topologically, it s a strumg-out Loary
Flinpisas. Tt 3 PEApOnEIYE In .!I”II.'r:'l'” Wiys [ 2
uniggue clieny amd site, bt with a similur chore-
ography of light=-animated interiors: Varous win
ovws m owall gnad roscet IJFI'JIIIII-'II s hesc) emibiel-
lishs the sensuons life of light within the hoise 10
1 lusuresns vot subtle way

Esherick hod bepun teac llllll—' in the depart
ment of architeemre at the LUniversity' of Calitor-

Lite Wark: The Architecture of Joseph Esherick

mid in Berkeley in 1gs 2 when be was 38, Whai
started as an eighr-week job Glling in for his
troend Vernon DeMars turnedd, ar '.I';-;- UFEInE of
||'Il| i Llean W I|:I.Il'| LT ler, aiibeE 6§ -yeEar assa
ciation with the schoal, He :||.:|_l|'.| it Herkoley

uniil g8y, serving a8 chairman of the Schaol af

\ichtecture from 17T T TN

For the Ganaral Stare
{abave] and Hedgerow
Heuvses ol Sea Banch
{laft] af 1764, Eshorick
“looked lor tho most
hestile bullding she on
the property,” he says.
“thinking il the bulld-
ings worked thare,
then oihers cowld
succood.” The
bulldingy's design
drows on lowrénges
Halprin's earlier
ecologicol site study,

Left: The Cannary In
San Frascieco [1785),
o commercially and
erilically swccesstul
odoplive-wie project,
wrought spocioliced
refall ta an wrisan sl
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I tha lake "fes, Max ey, now an architect in
1 }allas wiledd nder Faherick ar Beikeley andd
frer orwdaationy, worked brcilyv in the Esherck
0 i I ey el s i |l||. LTRLEE B E L] [ A I-..Il-
him talbing Al arehiteeire or sha lig
laaf Fi el Sfidod Imstesd. he woild tall shasr ae
theoploy or soctelogey o podetios ar ittt
i sewinelos. thouels all this, viou gt his fiee
yngs 't arefoiescinte
Esherick has tound the novels of Lanies fayc
wl o AL Forster as well as thie soritiees of Egralink
et a2l orebie i |1| m Sewerdier el prarm Nl
relevant t e, e s, “lin Forster's novels, 1l
alonfics e Lanl oiias .|||:|'|'\- il fidi sdmely ancl then
wilidinly sommeitlung omespecied bapgsenn, 1 think
SRl =i sgfiall bantlabemags are pale3sant, bl il &
angerwen s micmsafeed Ty the wnespocied spuatial s
tenrmriall surparise, an emitmedoment of the way thin
e 1 hle 5] s Juat |.' L) I I||r-|.
Wonh sgt somgone up here, and then the punch lin
e arh i theres. Tlist pilal e B g r|§ 1l i Jd FES

clitam, or |_| WCCAn cpiphany whicl cline

v hat ar MEEELITE |8 Loard powes assanre vk thad e
I.|| L s AR Rere o BEhe o6 i Efe Wi M
FELEENNE S TFaklll @ ROAROE Pl ard: linrr vl nelivas aes
Hn g

I Pl essmess amal O lvamee, TSR (T

gave during the mid-"5% Esherick mails the fal-
livwaing asliseryation We mecd roo maimgain o
cose a1 e TRREE JIESE 117 LEisE WhE I WEEEn:.
hot e Bl ws anaderstand and desl warh ditler
choes ol gsimiogt, S onoamore specifie borens e
e ot st semse ol mlace b cmsg ol b -
LIFTIRRR I (L SR RRNLY :. w5 ELL pl dFchiiects cuincern
Haur 'Il esthefi nviranment. bor fbeauty. loar g
......'.l.l-' iled wrace can lse |.|1!.|'r|.||
sbrengthened commsinaient --‘.|.-_ fhiinidinalai i
Fesigrnalatinfns of nrchitectare,

Yurthin a preriind sl soven Lea | I |||| Fulies
ek Fevciviel thie Edwcator af the Year dward, th
Fegani il dbie Yedr Svaard. il elie Giold Medal
t||- Tl wlam ol red AFERI Rl AV AR | -i|| |L
pnijine i the profesacen’s swand annals amd does
MrEmeeT [ |||'\.'.l n |!|| w 0] FENIF LT, oA .||-||
TNEIARI A IR aFeai & |. |||-\.||1

Wlawlic | "‘"i'1 Folienie ks comineilivitioan g ar
WilcC tufe s Il il -__.I 11N | in ri|. L4 '-'-|||.|- .||
oI 6 W Rl Ky s vasejueent il thumge,
MV =-pirisdmct ] |.| L] E||1-1 ||_ s voifed ||-\. l""\.|
et esslind arehitectre cain be formulzied on 3
_'l""III.r:'IE".'.ll i aestlieties: of ot Die ol

i o oway ol lifie.™ Th

Fawead 10 Wk, BB, simmer ol mneary o st vl i
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Tap: Wursior Hall, W.C.
Borkeloy (1F64], i@
tough presence an s
etlectic compus.

The Ramono Howse
[(1979], Kentlield,

Calil.: the bas
“"unpocked” along @
speclacular ikl
[above); site plan (lafi)



